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The Pastor’s View ~  
 
Greetings, 
 

From time to time I write to you about different parts of the life and structure of this 
congregation.  This time I am addressing the Ministry of Public Missions.  I am very 
encouraged by the interest shown in this ministry through the recent Nominating 
and election process, and I am excited about working with this group. 
 
Over many years while observing churches, I have determined that different ones 
handle their missions program in different ways.  Some churches ask people to 
make two separate pledges, one for the general fund of the church and one for the 
church’s mission program.  Other churches determined that the line between 
general expenses and mission giving was too difficult to delineate clearly, so the 
mission budget became a designated percentage of the overall budget of the 
church.  In difficult times, mission spending was sometimes seen increasingly as 
“discretionary spending”.  It was necessary to pay the bill to heat the building, but 
there was no comparable pressure to keep up spending for mission, so the mission 
budget suffered.  I suspect that The Park Church may well relate to these concerns 
and approaches.   
 
I have also observed that many churches have some kind of “social action 
committee”, a group charged with the responsibility to identify important and 
relevant social issues and then to mobilize the congregation’s interest, giving, and 
energy in those directions.  From my reading of the Park Church bylaws, your 
Ministry of Public Mission was designed to handle both of these functions.   
Here is a summary of the responsibilities of the Ministry of Public Mission: 
 
Plan and recommend the implementation of the public ministry of the church, 
including, but not limited to, liaison with public and social agencies, the United 
Church of Christ, and other churches; 
Review and make recommendations of the church’s benevolences and special 
offerings; 
Develop methods to make known the mission of the church in the public media; 
Recommend methods of organizing the resources of the church to promote all 
manner of human welfare and dignity; 
With the Ministry of Christian Education, educate the congregation about social 
concern; Appoint delegates to the Susquehanna Association and the New York 



Conference of the United Church of Christ and any and all ecumenical associations 
that the church may enter. 
 
These add up to an ambitious set of goals.  While I recognize that all boards, 
ministries, and committees tend to lose some clarity of focus in challenging and 
contentious times, it is my interim responsibility to help this congregation and its 
component parts to get re-grounded and re-focused.  So, it is with considerable 
excitement that I imagine how engaging and significant the Ministry of Public 
Mission can be:  
 
I imagine a congregation that welcomes encouragement and direction towards 
embodying its collective faith and vision into specific public ministries.   
I imagine a congregation that is hungry for education about the pressing social 
issues of the day, desiring competence in bringing the church’s perspective to those 
issues. 
I imagine a congregation that celebrates its connection to the breadth and depth of 
the United Church of Christ, and that counts itself as a partner in service with 
religious and other benevolent organizations across the globe. 
I imagine a regular collaboration between Public Missions and Christian Education 
to offer relevant educational opportunities to congregation and community alike, and 
a similar collaboration between Public Missions and Celebrations to integrate an 
ongoing mission awareness into this congregation’s worship life. 
And I imagine how the Ministry of Public Missions might become a nurturing home 
for specific mission overtures like those carried out by the “Open and Affirming” 
committee. 
 
Public mission is not something to be grafted onto the edge of a worshipping 
community; it is a central reason for its existence.  I invite you to join me in support 
and prayer for this vital Ministry of the Park Church. 

 
Rev. Wayne E. Gustafson, D.Min. 
Interim Minister  

 

 
 
 
 



JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
� Congratulations to Ray Hebb for his nomination for the 2008 Senior Citizen of the Year 

Award.  Nominees are seniors who stand out in the community for on-going devotion of time 
and talent in a variety of areas, and who receive no remuneration for such deeds. 

� Congratulations to Peg Kutchukian for her nomination for the 2008 Mildred Parfitt Award. 
Nominees have shown dedication in serving older persons, or have made outstanding efforts 
toward improving the lives of older persons, with no financial remuneration. 

� Congratulation to Jack Moore and John Letsky for receiving the Jefferson Award for public 
service. He award is given to people who give their time and effort to help those in need. 

 
Please take a moment to send a note or card to someone you know.  Your kind thoughts and prayers are very much 
appreciated. 

The Park Church Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chancel Flowers for June are given in loving 
memory of: 

 
June 1st – Lynda Brand, Mara & Molly Frankel By Lynda 
Brand 
June 8th – Cameron, May and Robert Benedict and Joseph 
Fahs by their family 
June 15th – In honor of PC’s Heritage and membership by 
Church Fellowship 
June 22nd – Susan Scott Bradstreet and Cecil Scott by 
Charlotte Scott 
June 29th – Clayton G. and Josephine Ambrose and 
Wsther Ambrose Brown by their family 
 

Unless otherwise requested, the flowers from the 
arrangements are delivered to area shut-ins by volunteers 

from Care of the Parish after worship. 
 

Seekers Lunch –  Are you a seeker? Do you 
have questions? Do you just want a place to talk 
about spiritual, religious, or other matters? Then 
come to The Seekers Lunch! Bring your lunch, 
we’ll provide the beverages. We meet in 
Beecher Hall on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of 
the month at 12:10-12:50. For more information 
please call the church office at 733-9104.  
 
 

 
Summer Worship Schedule 
 
The summer worship schedule will 
begin on June 22nd.  There will be 

services held at Park Church every 
Sunday, the services will start at 

9:00am. 
 

Weekly Email 
The office at The Park Church 
sends out a weekly email of 

upcoming activities and news 
for the week. If you’re not 

receiving this email and would 
like to please email the office 

at www.theparkchurch.org 
 

WWEELLCCOOMMEE  
 

The Park Church is pleased to announce our 
new Christian Education Coordinator to 
you!  Sue Larsen comes to us as a licensed 

Kindermusic educator and child care 
provider..  She is also a licensed sales agent 
at Realty USA.  Sue is energetic and creative 

and loves children—a wonderful 
combination of attributes to contribute to 
our CE team!  Please take the opportunity 
to introduce yourself and welcome her 

to Park Church! 

  




